Chair’s Report – Annual Parish Meeting 2026
Stretton Parish Council
Cllr Rosie Horton, Chair
It is a pleasure to present my report on behalf of Stretton Parish Council, reflecting on the work, achievements and progress made over the past year.
Council Governance and Standards
This year has been one of continued strengthening of governance, transparency and accountability.
The Council has:
· Reviewed and adopted a full suite of policies including Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, safeguarding and equality policies
· Successfully completed the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), with a positive internal audit report
· Implemented new requirements around secure communications and audit compliance, including the move towards .gov.uk email use
In March 2026, the Council also resolved to apply for the Local Council Award Scheme (Bronze Award), demonstrating our commitment to good governance and continuous improvement.
Financial Management
The Council continues to manage its finances responsibly reflecting our ongoing commitment to delivering value for money while investing in community priorities.
Key highlights include:
· Approval of a balanced budget for 2026/27
· Setting a precept with no increase, equating to a small reduction for residents
· Maintaining earmarked reserves for key projects including drainage, Energy Performance improvements at the Cemetery Lodge and defibrillator provision
Community Assets and Projects
Jubilee Playing Field & Pavilion
Significant progress has been made in improving this important community space:
· Successful funding secured, including lottery funding and donor contributions
· New play equipment project progressing, with completion expected Spring 2026
· Additional investment agreed to enhance the scheme further
Defibrillators and Community Safety
Improving access to lifesaving equipment has been a key priority:
· Expansion of defibrillator provision across the parish in Handley and at St Mark’s Church
· Installation of signage and organisation of training sessions for residents
Speed Indicator Device (SID)
The Council has worked to secure funding and permissions for a Speed Indicator Device:
Grant funding obtained with installation imminent. This will support efforts to improve road safety within the parish.
Cemetery
The cemetery continues to be maintained to a good standard, with ongoing improvements:
· Regular grounds maintenance and operational management
· Investigation and planning of drainage improvements
· Maintenance works to the lodge and facilities
Environmental and Community Improvements
During the year the Council has also:
· Progressed biodiversity initiatives and community planting schemes
· Supported wildflower planting and bulb schemes
· Installed additional litter/dog waste bins.
· Delivered seasonal enhancements including floral displays and Christmas lighting
Planning and Representation
The Council has continued to:
· Review and comment on planning applications
· Represent residents’ views in relation to local development
· Engage with District and County Councillors on wider issues such as highways, local government reorganisation and the emerging Local Plan
Working in Partnership
We have continued to work closely with:
· Derbyshire County Council and North East Derbyshire District Council
· Woolley Moor Show Committee
· St Mark’s Church
· Residents and community groups
These partnerships are essential in delivering projects and supporting the wider community.
Looking Ahead
As we move into the coming year, our priorities include:
· Completing the Jubilee Playing Field improvements
· Progressing drainage and infrastructure works
· Expanding community safety initiatives
· Achieving the Local Council Award Scheme accreditation
· Continuing to deliver services efficiently while supporting community wellbeing
Thanks
I would like to thank:
· My fellow councillors for their commitment and support
· Our Parish Clerk for her professionalism and dedication
· Our District and County Councillors
· And most importantly, the residents of Stretton for your continued engagement and support
Stretton is a strong and vibrant community, and it is a privilege to serve as Chair of the Parish Council.
Thank you.
