
Stretton Parish Council 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 12 May 2025 at 6.17pm, in Stretton Village Hall. 

In attendance: Councillors: M Clarke, B. Hunter, R Horton (Chair), J Maxwell and J Thompson 
Also in Attendance: Kath Gruber (Clerk/RFO); Councillor D Muizelaar  (DCC)  
Apologies: Councillor T. Gray 
 
APM/0525/01 Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Gray 
 
APM/0525/02 Chair’s Report 2024/25 
Councillor Horton gave her report of the Parish Council’s activities over the last year. 
 
 Chair’s Report for Stretton Parish Council Annual Parish Meeting – 12 May 2025  
I am pleased to provide a brief report of the Parish Council’s activities over the past year, a period marked by both 
continuity and forward planning.  
Council Membership and Governance  
The Council continues to benefit from the efforts of committed members. We maintained a steady team with key 
contributions from all councillors. My thanks go to all members for their commitment, and to Councillors Andrew 
Cooper and Kevin Gilliott for their continued attendance and support. Our clerk, Kath Gruber, remains integral to the 
Council’s success in delivering effective governance and project management.  
Finance and Budget Planning  
The Council remains fiscally responsible and financially sound, managing rising costs while delivering increasing 
services. For 2025/26, the Council set a precept of £38,661.33 — an increase of £61.16 annually for Band D 
households. This allows us to maintain and improve services without overextending our budget. A detailed Business 
Plan and multi-year budget strategy were introduced this year to support better planning and project delivery.  
Key Projects and Village Enhancements  
This year, we continued to invest in significant community improvements:  
• Speed Indicator Devices (SID): After extensive engagement with Derbyshire County Council (DCC), a 
location was finally confirmed and, pending receipt of funding from Derbyshire Police and Crime Commissioner, the 
device is pending. We hope this helps reduce speeding and improve road safety.  
• Jubilee Playing Field: Despite the lottery funding application being unsuccessful, the Council is pressing 
forward with an alternative plan. We currently have £28,000 in budget and are seeking competitive quotes. Further 
funding applications are planned.  
• Tree Planting and Management: Thanks to a successful grant, 15 trees were planted at the Pavilion Playing 
Field. We also initiated a proactive inspection and inventory of trees on council land, including training for Councillor 
Clarke to support ongoing maintenance.  
• Playground Safety: We addressed minor issues with playground equipment and are working with the 
inspector to ensure long-term durability and safety.  
• Cemetery and Cemetery Lodge: Regular maintenance continued. We responded to rising energy costs and 
are reviewing the EPC recommendations. A new signage project is being developed for clearer communication of our 
policies.  
• Woolley Moor Show: The Council once again supported this key community event with financial and logistical 
backing. Our thanks to the organising committee and local school for another successful event.  
• Defibrillators: Maintenance checks have been increased to ensure equipment is in optimal condition, with 
additional units and cabinets proposed for Handley and Woolley Moor.  
 
 
• Digital Transformation: The Council approved the transition to a .gov.uk website and email system to meet 
compliance and improve communications.  
 
Community Engagement and Planning  
Planning matters remained a regular part of our agenda, with responses submitted on key developments including 
the Highstairs site. We have worked hard to advocate for community interests, including opposing changes not in 
keeping with original agreements.  
Looking ahead, we are developing a comprehensive Council Business Plan and will be consulting residents on 
priorities. Proposed projects include playground upgrades, pavilion refurbishment, and improving the lodge’s energy 
rating.  
Conclusion  



As ever, I thank all councillors for their time and dedication, especially as our project list grows. The support of the 
Clerk, County and District Councillors, and the engagement of residents, ensures that our small parish continues to 
move forward with ambition and care.  
Together, we aim to make Stretton a safe, vibrant, and inclusive place to live.  
 
APM/0525/03 Report of the Chair of Stretton Village Hall 2024/25 
 Stretton Village Hall currently holds the following community classes:  
Children’s dance classes  
Street Beats Reception to Y6 Wednesday  
Junior Jazz Y4 to Y6 Wednesday  
Junior Core Y6 to Y7 Wednesday  
Inter Jazz Y7 to Y9 Wednesday  
Rising Stars Y2 to Y3 Thursday  
Stage Stars Y2 to Y5 Thursday  
Junior Core Y4 to Y5 Thursday  
Mini Movers Walking to Age 3 Saturday  
Ballet & Tap Age 3 to 4 Saturday  
Ballet & Tap Reception to Y3 Saturday  
Adult Dancing  
Ballroom Tuesday  
Latin Tuesday  
Rock & Roll Tuesday  
Zumba Sunday  
NHS Child Development Reviews Friday  
Chair-based exercise.  
Live Stronger for Longer Monday  
Lace making  
Lace making Thursday.  
Crochet Thursday  
Tatting Thursday  
Crafts Thursday  
Family History  
Find Your Roots Wednesday  
Dog Training  
Puppy group Friday  
Puppy scent work training Friday  
Scent club Friday.  
Scent work silver level Saturday.  
Kindred Spirit  
Spiritualist group Sunday  
Little Glow  
Mother and Baby group Wednesday. 
 
APM/0525/04 Future Priorities for Stretton 

a) Included in 2025/26 Budget 

• £15,000  towards playground improvements 

• £1, 500 defibrillators in Handley 

• £500 defibrillator cabinet Woolley Moor 

• Drainage repairs at Lodge 

• EPC standards 

b) Agreed future projects 

• Parking for Woolley School 

• 3 more grit bins - Handley Hill;  Stretton end of Ashover New Road; South Hill 

• Defibrillator St Marks Woolley Moor 

• Street sign to signpost to Village Hall defibrillator 

• Village Hall carpark resurfacing 

• Demonstration on using defibrillator 



• Establish cause of surface water at Pavilion Playing Fields 

• Establish recommended distances between defibrillators 

• Wildflowers and bulbs planted in Handley stone trough  

• Priority for 2025/26 is developing the Playground 

 
APM/0525/05 Date of next Annual Parish Meeting 
Will be held on Monday 11/5/2026 at 6.30pm in Stretton Village Hall 
 
Meeting closed at 6.47pm 


